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ganbling once it is allowed to enter a state.

Thi s Conmi ssion has before it an
out st andi ng opportunity to research the noral
political, and financial cost of the ganbling industry
that it inmposes on our nation. You will do a great
service to Anericans.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: M. Bl ackwel |.

M5. BLACKWELL: Madane Chairnman and
Conmmi ssioners, |'m Hel en Bl ackwel | . [*'m Chairnman of
the Voting Integrity Project, a national, nonprofit,
nonparti san organi zati on dedi cated to educating and
equi ppi ng Anericans to safeguard the integrity of
their elections in their comunities.

On request fromlocal citizens, we wll
provi de i ndependent investigations of alleged vote
fraud. We're the only national organization with this
m ssion, and we have noted certain patterns in
el ection fraud.

One such pattern, the apparent |ink
bet ween ganbling and vote fraud, is strongly suggested

by two of our recent investigations. M witten
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testimony will give further details about how ganbling
interests in Louisiana and San Franci sco nmay have
changed t he outcone of two el ections.

In |ate Novenber of '96, VIP was asked to
i nvestigate the very cl ose chall enged '96 Loui si ana
Senate race. W were the first outside, independent
group to look at the allegations. The United States
Senate is now investigating them

That el ection day there were ganbling
initiatives on the ballot in all 64 parishes, and
three initiatives in New Ol eans where the bulk of the
al l egations center. As the returns cane in that
ni ght, one Senate candi date was |eading until nearly
m dni ght. Then 70 precincts from Ol eans Parish were
reported, giving his opponent enough votes to w n.
The ganbling initiatives won.

Wien observers arrived with the official
count three days later, they found all 877 Ol eans
Parish voting machi nes unl ocked and open, contrary to
state law, which requires they be | ocked and kept
| ocked until the count.

New Ol eans Mayor Moriale favored and
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canpai gned for the ganbling initiatives and for the
Senat e candi date Landru. An unusual high voter
turnout was reported in Orleans Parish, and w tnesses
and evidence attest to the follow ng. Large suns of
nmoney flowi ng fromthe conpani es that woul d benefit
fromthe ganbling referenda were the foll ow ng: vote
buyi ng, multiple voting by individuals, transporting
voters with nunmerous vans and drivers supplied by at
| east three casinos in violation of state law, city
enpl oyees coerced to canpaign at the polls, illega
cor porate expendi tures by ganbling conpani es, and

el ection officials being paid by a casino.

The second election | call to your
attention is the June 3, '97, San Francisco stadi um
initiative where they were voting on paying -- whether
t he taxpayer should rezone and back a $525 mllion
stadi um conpl ex and all for the 49ers, a private
corporation. The measure was unpopular. The polls
showed it would lose. It was opposed by civic
organi zati ons, but pushed by the mayor.

On el ection night, final counts for four

sections of the city reported unusually high turnout,
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were held back until mdnight, and provided the narrow
Wi nni ng mar gi n.

O her parallels with New Ol eans were
nysteriously di sappearing ball ot boxes, multiple
voting, vote buying, intimidation of voters. The rest
of thisis in ny witten testinony.

We strongly urge you to look into this
subject. | can think of no nore serious soci al
consequence than the erosion of our citizens'
confidence in the integrity of their elections, which
woul d underm ne our very system of representative
gover nnent .

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you

M. Enright.

MR, ENRI GHT: Madame Chairman, ny name is
M chael Enright, and on behal f of Attorney Ceneral Joe
Curran of Maryland, | wanted to thank you and the
ot her Conmi ssioners for allow ng our office the
opportunity to address the vexing issue of |egalized
ganbling, and in particular, casino ganbling in our
state and in the nation.

I have with ne a copy of Attorney General
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